OF SOUTH CAROLINA

sions of the General Assembly I have earnestly urged the passage of a measure
which would set up in South Carolina a unified State Police System com-
bining the work of the Highway Patrol and the State Constabulary. In my
message to the General Assembly in January, 1937, I recommended the creation
of the Department of Public Safety combining these two organizations and
setting up in connection therewith a State radio network and other accessories
which would make for greater efficiency in law enforcement and safety. At
the present time, therefore, we are spending $182,497.18, annually to regulate
traffic rules and only $60,000.00 for the constabulary to aid in the enforcement
of all laws of the State.
To give the Highway Department the unlimited authority provided under
this section would give it the right and power to increase the number of
patrolmen without reservation and the right and power to expend as much
as they desired. I do not think any department should be given such unlimited
authority in regard to the expenditure of the tax-payers money.
I understand there has been substantial increases in the number of patrolmen
since the legislature met in January. I wonder if this section is designed to
further fulfill certain promises and pledges already made? (Sustained.)
UNDER SECTION FIFTY-FIVE
Commission on State House and Grounds
Item A-1 Salaries............................................$1,350.00
I veto this item on the grounds that a new and unnecessary job is created.
If a day watchman is suddenly necessary after all these years and the State
House and Grounds Committee will so request, I will commission as State Con-
stable without pay, the guard from the State Penitentiary, who has charge
of the prison labor group which daily performs detail duties around the State
Capitol. (Sustained.)
UNDER SECTION SIXTY-NINE
The Second Proviso
"Provided, further, That the additional travel allowance provided in this
Act for State Officers designated in Section 24 of Articld 4 of the State Con-
stitution of 1895, whose salaries have been fixed by Statute at less than Five
Thousand ($5,000.00) Dollars per annum, shall be drawn without itemization."
This item is vetoed on the grounds that herein is set up a new and dangerous
precedent. It has always been the policy of the State in paying out travel al-
lowances to require a strict itemization of the amount expended for each trip.
If certain officers of the State are allowed to submit travel vouchers without
itemization, why cannot all officers do likewise? I do not think that special
privileges should be allowed in this particular instance. (Sustained.)
These vetoes are the result of careful thought and consideration and I am
confident that the best interest of the tax-payers of South Carolina can best
be served by their sustainment.
Respectfully submitted,
Dated at Columbia, S. C.,          (Signed) OLIN D. JOHNSTON,
May 17, 1937.                                              Governor.
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